Notes from talk by JAMES HOSTY to FBI Office, Kansas City, MO 1 1/12/92 



The USMC classified Lee Harvey Oswald (LFIO) as a Sharpshooter. 

LHO had a high IQ- was a radar operator at Atsugi, Japan. LHO started learning 
Russian while in Japan; applied for language school - failed test. 

LHO re-entry to the US was held up for a year. State Department overuled INS 's 
objections. 



In Dallas, SA John Fain conducted the first LHO interview. 

A Bureau investigative program, SOBIR, was opened re Marina Oswald- this was 
a screening process. 



SA Fain re-interviewed LHO later w/another SA (ready to retire) and closed the 
case. LFIO was going to be a good boy, etc.,,,. 



The case on Marina was reopened in 2 or 3/63 and was assigned to me (Hosty). 
This was not a priority case - marital discord was determined - waited for 45 days to 
interview. LHO moved to New Orleans, and the case was transferred there. 



LHO's connection with David Ferrie? - at age 15, in the CAT 

" Guy Bannister? - not proven or known (contrary to the 



JFK movie) 



Bay of Pigs 

In 6/63, JFK issued order to CIA for Castro's overthrow. 



LHO in Mexico City - good intelligence? 

back to SOBIR, to 1 1-1-63, interview of Marina O , on a Friday, found out the 
LHO was not there - in N O . 



Monday, Ruth Payne, didn't know where LHO was. During that week, LHO came 
by and left a note of protest - re interview of wife (he did protest to the Russian embassy) 
The note was unsigned, he threw it in his workbox - didn't think much about it. 

The Dallas newspapers indicated JFK was coming to town. - no special 
knowledge. 




On 1 1/22/63, he watched the motorcade go by , the car was completely 
unprotected by JFK's requestd. Later he heard the news re the shooting, got in his car and 
stood by; cars were sent to Parkland Hospital, and then ordered back to the office. 
Purpose was to interview "right-wingers" that he knew and to send out a teletype. 

No police suspects or pick ups; Later heard a Police Officer was shot in a quiet 
neighborhood. Three SA's were in the theater where LHO was arrested. 

Later info said the shots came from the TSBD - knew LHO worked there - knew 
in my mind that it was him. 

We went to PD - Lt. Nevell told me they had a hot lead - guy named LHO -= only 
one missing from TSBD. 

At PD, 1 interviewed LHO for an hour - admitted the pistol that shot Tippet was 
his. He said he was in the lunchroom at the time JFK was shot. 



Two witnesses - line up- positively identified LHO re the Tippet case. 

ADIC Sullivan countermanded ADIC Belmont's order not to talk to the PD - re 
security matters. 



Bureau re-enacted DSBD - scene - said LHO could have easily done it. 

1 (Hosty) was not involved in the crime scene or the murder investigation. 

PD sent over a list of questions (16); 1 was involved in 8 of them. I gave answers. 
The manual was followed - turned out it was wrong and my answers were wrong. The 
Bueau substituted my answers that 1 gave. 

The Warren Commission issued a 7 part holding; on 4 of the parts they fudged, 
and on 3 I agreed. He said there was a partial cover-up. 

LBJ was worried about WW1II and it was government philosphy to lie if it will 
prevent an atomic WW111. 

After LHO was killed, SAC Shanklin called me in and told me to get rid of the 
note. He said, "I don't ever want to see this again." I didn't tell the WC. 



In 1975, while at a party, talking about the re-pening of the case - newspaper 
people present - "I wonder what will happen if that business about the note comes out?" 



SAC Shanklin retired quickly. Clarence Kelley agreed. His wife was dying of 
cancer. The FBI secretary gave a different version of the note. 




before the Senate Intellignce Committee- 4 days - 




Re HSCA, I was pre-interviewed- blew their mind re FBI connections. They 
thought the Mafia was involved. 

FBI had a wire tap on Marina O after the assassination. Earl Warren ordered it. I 
was told to go home and they would get back with me. I finally gave a deposition —I 
never testified. 

Re the 3 shots - 6 seconds: The first shot missed; the 2nd and 3rd fired. 

JFK was sitting 6" higher and 3 or 4 " to the left (to allow for the magic bullet 

path) 



The pristine bullet; (explanation) John Connally was hit by the butt end of the 
bullet (it had turned around after passing through JFK). This bullet was later found. on a 
stretcher and it must have dropped out of the body. 95% certainity. 

Two fragments were found on the front seat (floor) of the limo; they were linked 
to LHO's gun. 

Re Tippet: 2 witnesses, positive ID re LFIO 

Thread on shirt - not shirt he was wearing. 

U 

Re puffs of smoke seen on the grassy knoll: first shot missed, ricfofhet - hitting 
the knoll, and causing dirt to puff up (smoke) 




